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SERMON. 



Zecheriah 1. 6. — Your fathers where are they 9 and the 
prophets do they Iwe forever ? 

As ihe Waaler of some mighty stream runs silently along to 
the ocean, so passes the current of human life. The genera- 
tions of men follow each other in quick succession, as wave 
follows wave. All go to one place. The wise and the good, 
as well as the foolish and wicked are involved in the same 
common end. Where we stand to day, or within hearing of 
the voice, other men long since dead worshiped God ; other 
hearers filled the sanctuary ; — other prophets taught the peo- 
ple. This hill echoed to their voices in prayer and praise. 
Here stood the gray haired prophet who for sixty years taught 
the people knowledge ; and here stood the commanding, dig- 
nified ambassador of the King of Kings, riveting the attention 
and touching the heart while be rebuked and exhorted with 
all long suflTering and doctrine. But all ard gone. Their 
bodies like the temples where they worshiped are crumbled 
into dust. " Your fathers where are they ? and the prophets 
do they Kve forever ?" 

It was the design of the inspired prophet hi asking these 
questions, to lead Israel to review the past, and gain wisdom 
frotn a knowledge of the character and end of their ancestors. 
There is no people but what may profit by such a review.— 
By a due consideration of the past men are enabled wisely to 
improve the present and form plans for the future. Time is 
an ordeal that like fire tries the character and works of all who 
have acted a part in the scenes of this life. It reveals both 
the wisdom and folly of former generations by bringing to ma- 
turity the fruits of their planting and watering and by thus per- 
fecting their works enables him who exammes with care to 
determine its character. 



There are few more profitable subjects of study ; — for 
there are connected with the history of every community that 
has existed for any considerable period, incidents and transac- 
» tions of an interesting and instructive character. To rescue 
these from oblivion, is a work eminently calculated to benefit 
both the present and future generations. 

Impressed with the belief that the religious history of this 
town, as connected with this church and congregation, would 
profit both pastor and people, it is my design in the following 
discourse to present this in as clear and full a raapner as time 
and the materials will allow. 

Many things of interest are doubtless lost for want of re- 
cord ; and others the knowledge of which exists will not be 
brought to view for want of time and opportunity to investi- 
gate and present them in proper light. Yet enough has been 
found and will be presented to lead all who have a heart to 
praise God, to magnify his name, and hold him in grateful re- 
membrance, for his kindness to our fathers and predecessors. 

This town, which originally embraced Grafton, Millbury 
apd parts of Upton, Northbridge and Auburn was purchased 
of the Indians sometime previous to 1704. A part 
of this tract of land called Hassanemisco was reserved by the 
Indians for a settlement — this, with some small additions now . 
forms the town of Grafton. In the year 1704 the Governor, 
Council and Assembly of the province confirmed the purchase 
and made a grant of the lands to the proprietors upon certain 
conditions, among which was this : ^' That they settle a town 
of thirty families and a minister upon said lands within seven 
years after the end of the present war with the Indians." It 
is worthy of special notice that in laying the foundation of the 
town and giving it existence provision was made for the reli- 
gious instruction of the people. Our Puritan ancestors well 
understood the principle, that the knowledge and practice of 
virtue was the surest and richest source of temporal prosper- 
ity. — The war to which reference was had in the grant, was 
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the war with the French in Queen Anne's reign. In this war 
the Indians throughout the Country were generally excited by 
the French to engage. Many of the frontier settlements were 
entirely broken up and the growth of others greatly retarded. 
Peace was established in 1T13 and the country had rest. In 
the spring of 1715 measures were taken for the immediate 
settlement of the town ; and in the winter following three 
fomilies wintered in the place. To promote and expedite 
the settlement the proprietors made a grant of 4000 acres of 
land to the first thirty settlers. This grant was made March 
18 & 19, 1716, and at the same time the proprietors agreed 
to be at half the expense of building a meetinghouse, and 
supporting a minister for four years. Encouraged by these 
proposals — there was soon found a sufficient number of fami- 
Hes^ to settle in the town in order to secure to the proprietors 
tlie grant by the government. — The first town meeting was 
held Dec. 2d, 1718 at the dwelling house of Capt. John 
Stockwell. A prominent object of the meeting was to pro- 
vide for the establishment of the gospel ministry. At the 
same time overtures were made by a Committee of the pro- 
prietors relating to the *' settlement of the worship of God io 
this town." In March following a meeting was held at which 
measures were adopted for building a meeting house. This 
was erected the same season though there is no record of the 
precise lime of its commencement oj^ completion. The fourth 
town meeting held March 7th, 1720 was convened in the 
meeting house. Thus in less than one year and a half from 
the time the inhabitants first met in a civil capacity they had 
erected a house for the worship of God. Scarcely had they 
provided rude shelters for their temporal comfort before mak- 
ing provision for their eternal good. 

The first church in this town was formed in the Autumn of 
1720, and originally consisted of ten members — all males. 
The records of this church for the first eight years are not 
known to exist, having been carried away by the first minis- 
ter upon his dismission ; consequently we are unable toascer- 



tain the basis upon which the church was formed, except bj 
subsequent transactions. 

In Sept. 1728 the members ^' renewed their solemn cove- 
nant with God and one with another." The second declara- 
tion in the Covenant is as follows : 

" We declare our serious belief of the christian religion as 
contained in the sacred scriptures aud with such a view there- 
of as the confession of faith in our churches has exhibited^-^ 
heartily resolving to conform our lives unto the rules of this 
holy religion as long qs we live in the world." The re- 
mainder of the Coirenant is the same with some slight varia- 
tions as that now in use. 

This act evidently shows that the church originally adopt- 
ed as the basis of their discipline and faith, the platform, so 
called, which was drawn up by the Synod assembled at Cam- 
bridge, in 1648, and confirmed by the government of the 
province in the same year. This Synod instead of framing 
a confession of faith for themselves ^^ wholly agreed with that 
which had then lately been set forth by the assembly of di- 
vines at Westminister." The platform of discipline they 
drew says Gov. Winthrop *' according to the general prac- 
trce of the churches." It appears evident from this that the 
' basis of this church was strictly puritan in its faith and disci- 
pline. The church from its foundation has adhered strictly 
to congregational principles. Tradition says it was attach- 
ment to these which occasioned the difficulty with the first 
pastor and led to his dismission. And this tradition receives 
support from the fact that when they called their second pas- 
tor it W9S upon condition that he would be settled according 
to congregational usage. 

The Confession of Faith adopted by the church, embraced 
the doctrines set forth in the Westminister Catechism. An 
abridgement of which was long taught in the schools of the 
Province, and afterwards of the Commonwealth. — The pre- 
sent Confession of Faith, which for substance is the same. 



being merely an epitome of that contained in the Cambridge 
Platform, was not adopted and used in the admission of mem^ 
bers until April 1811. There has been no important devia- 
tion from the original basis. The church in this respect has 
maintained its integrity. 

•" On the 9th day of Nov. 1720, the Reverend Mr. John 
McKinstry was ordained Pastor over them as a Congregation- 
al Church, they calling him thereto and calling in the help of 
sister churches. 

The Rev. Mr Swift of Framingham gave him the charge 
and the Rev. Mr. Thatcher gave him the Right Hand of fel- 
lowship. The Rev. Mr. Baxter, Pastor of Medfield — the 
Rev. Mr. Breck, Pastor of Marlborough — the Rev. Mr. 
Prentice, Pastor of Lancaster, and the Rev. Mr. Dor, Pas- 
tor of Mendon, assistants sent to on the occasion mentioned." 

It it is not known that during Mr. McKinstry's ministry 
there was any special religious interest ; though it is evident 
there roust have been some attention to the subject of religion, 
as in the eight years of his labors there was an addition of 
forty-four members. Some more than twenty of these were 
by profession. Soon after his settlement, difficulties arose 
between the minister and people, probably in relation to the 
government and discipline of the church. Mr. McKinstry 
was a presbyterian from Scotland, and the church strictly and 
firmly congregational. This prepared the way for differences 
of opinion : and as both were unyielding, the result was alien- 
ation of affection. 

Oct. I2th, 1726, a Council of seven churches, represented 
by their pastors and delegates was called by the town " to 
judge of matter of difference between the minister and 
the people." The result of this Council is not known. 

This is the only council ever called to adjust difficul- 
ties between this people and their pastor. The matter of 
difference not being settled to the satisfaction of both parties, 

• Ch. Record Vol. 1. 
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Mr. McKitJstry was dismissed Sept. 2d, 172$* The trans- 
actioD of the town in relation to this event is thus recorded. 
=*" Pursuant to an agreement with Mr. John McKinstry to 
be dismissed from preaching in Sutton — at a town meeting 
legally named and held at the meeting house in Sutton, put to 
vote to see whether the town would dismiss Mr. John Mc 
Kinstry from preaching here in Sutton ; and it passed in the 
affirmative and there was not any vote in the negative.'' 

Mr. McKinstry was bom in Scotland and educated at the 
University of Edenburgh. He continued in the ministry 
among this people nearly eight years. He was a man of con- 
siderable briliancy and popular talent. After his dismission 
he removed to Ellington, Cdnn., and was settled as pastor of 
the church in that place, where he probably died. 

The Nov. following the dismission of Mr. McKinstry, Mr. 
David Hall was invited to preach. — He contmued to supply 
the pulpit during the winter, and on the 7th of March, 1729 
the church invited him tq become their pastor ; a Committee 
was appointed to lay the proceedings of the church before 
the Town and request their concurrence. The Town meet- 
ing was held March 26th when the inhabitants '^ voted to 
choose Mr. David Hall for their minister and teacher to set- 
tle in the work of the ministry among them.'' « 

Mr. 'Hall accepted the invirtation and was ordained Oct. 
16ih 1729. t"The Rev. Mr. Throop of Woodstock be- 
gan with prayer. The Rev. Mr. Williams of Weston 
preached a sermon from 1st Thess. 5: 12 — 13. The Rev. 
Mr. Swift of Framingham gave the solemn charge. The 
Rev. Mr. Campbell of Oxford, gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship." 

The ministry of Mr. afterwards Dr. Hall was continued 
for a long period and upusually blessed among this people. 
When he settled, the church consisted of forty-nine members^ 

* Town Record Vol. I. 
t Ch. Record Vd. Ist. 



twenty males, and twenty-nine females. Religioa was in a 
low and languishing condition, and wickedness abounded. — 
There were about eighty families in the town, and not far 
I from four hundred inhabitants. The profaneness and other 
vicious practices of the people seemed to have greatly dis- 
tressed the mind of Dr. Hall both before and after his ordi- 
nation. He says in his half century sermon, *' I can never 
forget my vehement struggles at the throne of grace just be- 
fore I was here ordained a pastor lest I should fail of success 
among this people." Immediately after his settlement reli- 
gion was evidently greatly revived. In a communication 
{Published in " Prmce's Christian History" giving an ac- 
count of the work of God among his people in 1741-2 he says: 
*' There was, soon after my settlipg here, by the favor of God 
some considerable abatement of that too common profaneness 
and other vicious practices visible among us, and within the 
space of two years we had a very large addition to the church, 
more than doubling the number of communicants." It ap- 
pears from the records of the church that in 1730, the year 
following Dr. Hall's settlement, twenty-three persons were 
added by profession and eleven by letter. In the two suc- 
ceeding years twenty-three others confessed their faith in 
Christ and were received into the Church. In five years 
time eighty-one persons were added to the church, the mpst 
of them by profession. After this, foHowed a short season of 
spiritual decay. Christians became stupid and careliess and the 
ungodly rushed on in the broad way of death. In the year 1735 
the great concerns of religion in some considerable degree 
appeared to rtiove upon the hearts of many of the inhabitants. 
At this time Dr. Hall visited his people and conversed with 
all who had come to years of understanding upon the interests 
of the immortal soul. " This" he says '* appeared to be at- 
tended with some very hopeful symptoms of success." Fa- 
milies in different neighborhoods met together frequently for 
prayer. These were called family meetings. The young 
formed themselves into praying societies and often met tp call 
2 
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on God instead of joining in youthful and vaip amusements. 
These meetings were continued, though at times under some 
discouragements, until the commencement of the great revi-' 
val some years afterwards. In the month of April, 1740^ 
the pastor was deeply exercised in heart respecting the spir* 
itual welfare of his flock. He solemnly renewed his cove- 
nant with God and began to labor more faithfully and abun* 
dantly with the people of his charge. Religious meetings 
were multiplied, and the solemnity among the people increas- 
ed, yet for sonie time there was no special movement upon 
their hearts. Though the clouds were gathering and seemed 
to promise an abundance of rain, yet the blessings with which 
they were charged were not immediately poured down. — 
Some time in the year 1740 Rev. Mr. Whitefield on his way 
to Northampton preached in Grafton ; three or four individu- 
als from Sutton who heard him were savingly wrought upon, 
but the great mass seemed still in a hardened state. So dis- 
couraged did Dr. Hall become respecting his people, that he 
seriously agitated the question whether it were not his duty to 
leave them and labor in some destitute place. The spiritual 
state of the people continued much the same until the follow- 
ing spring, when all at once the clouds seemed to burst and 
showers of spiritual blessings descended upon the church and 
people. *' Many," says the pastor, " appeared under con- 
cern ; and great attention and great seriousness henceforward 
appeared in our public assemblies, and usually much weeping. 
And blessed be God a prevailing check seemed to fall upon 
many kinds of evil doers ; and tavern hauntings and night as- 
semblings of young people for wanton pastime seenqed at once 
to disappear. Upon Election day following, our young peo- 
ple desired a sermon, which they had delivered to them from 
these words : Choose you this day whom you will serve* 
— Joshua XXV. 15.'* 

Many at this time were in great distress on account of their 
sins ; but few received as Dr. Hall expresses it '' the spirit 
of adoption." With reference to this fact he writes thus in 
bis diary : " Many seemed pierced with the arrows of con- 
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viclion; but alas! I have seen it often while convictions 
fall off and Israel remains ungathered. But I will wait upon 
God who is able to work effectually. O when shall it once 
be ! Dec. 26th, 1741. God is pleased to encourage me 
this week to hope he is indeed coming down among us. I 
have conversed with many trembling christians that are pierc- 
ed to the heart. O Lord bring them forth as gold." 

The Jan. following (writes Dr. Hall) " there appeared 
hopeful symptoms of a broken spirit and a bleeding heart." 
What I minuted down of that date. is expressed thus : *' Ma* 
ny indeed speak trembling. I hope an hundred persons 
among us are in a deep concern." A few days after, thus : 
** True I never needed more the divine help than now ; ma- 
ny are pressing after heaven and many in great distress." 

Under date of Feb. 3, 1742, he writes thus : '' Preached 
towards evening in a private house lo a number where were 
great awakenings, many in tears. My soul was much refreshed 
and full of joy to see such hopeful symptoms of converting 
grace. The Lord pours down his spirit liipon us indeed." 

The work of God continued to advance with little or no 
interruption through the year. In Nov. 1742, Dr Hall writes 
in his diary, " God is making wonderful discoveries in these 
days. He is showing to formal professors the horrible dan- 
ger of resting upon the sandy foundation of works, and mak- 
ing such discoveries of the suitableness of Christ and his glo- 
rious beauty as make the dumb to speak. Marvellous has 
been the change and the powerful work upon many hearts so 
far as I can judge from the lives of both old and young. O 
how wonderful are the doings of the Lord." Towards the 
close of this year there was an evident increase of interest, 
especially among children from eight to fourteen years of age. 
Jan. 7th, 1743, Dr. Hall expresses himself thus : " The 
work of God seems greatly to prevail among us. Blessed 
be God for it. There has been a considerable number smit- 
ten with deep concern. Let God coni^ down and the moun- 
tains shall flow down at his presence." 

^«Feb. 25ih. Preached on' Tuesday at J. D's, one lad 
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seemed to be smitten with the word. On Thursday at Capt. 
S's,* about two^ hundred people present. The children of 
God were wonderfully filled with joy. Near t\¥enty persons 
sniitten under- conviction. Preached on Friday to some 
youth at my house where were great movements." 

This powerful and wonderful work of God continued for 
some months after this with Various degrees of power. .It 
seemed to be free, in a great measure, from those excesses 
that were witnessed in some places. Dr. Hall resolutely set 
his face against these, and thus opperated to check all extrav- 
agancies; though some over-zealous brethren (as he calls them) 
gave him considerable trouble. By this revival the whole face 
of the community was changed. In many particulars and in its 
general character, it bore a great resemblance to the revival 
in Northampton under the preaching of President Edwards. 
He and Dr. Hall were intimate friends, and united in oppos- 
ing those who rejected the revivals of the day as the work 
of God's Spirit — and those who by their extravagancies had 
brought the work into odium. 

During this season of religious interest, " some who in 
point of morals were far from God were brought in ; and a 
considerable number who were visible professors were now 
brought home to Christ." The additions to the chUrch dur- 
ing this p^riod were ninety-eight by profession and forty by 
letter. Dr. Hall states in his half century sermon, th^t in the 
first 15 years of his ministry, including the season of revival 
which has been briefly described, two hundred and sixty-one 
persons were added to the church, one hundred and eighty-one 
by profession and eighty by letter. These -additioils consid- 
ering the small number of inhabitants show that this people 
was greatly prospered in spiritual things during this period. 

The labors of Dr. Hall in this time of unusual attention to 
religion were not only abundant and successful at home ; but 
were in great demand abroad. He was often called to preach 
in the neighboring towns, and was instrumental in greatly pro- 
moting the revival throughout the region. 

*Capt. Stockwell, who lived at the Eight lots district. 
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He gives a brief account of some of these labors in his di- 
ary. 

"Aug., 1742. Preached at Uxbridge. Had no great 
sense of the power of God upon me. Preached at Smiih- 
field ; think my soul was never so lifted up to heaven ; and 
through the whole service so perceptably and powerfully un- 
der the influence of the divine Spirit in all my life. 

Oct., 1742. Have preached this week a lecture at Bel- 
lingham and another at Mendon. There seemed to be con- 
siderable movings among the people. 

April, 1743: The blessed Jesus has been with me this 
week. I have preached on Tuesday and Wednesday ; the 
latter day twice at Upton. In the afternoon God seemed to 
come into the assembly as a rushing wind. I could not see 
one, old or young, who did not look as if be felt the power of 
God's hand. Many were smitten with terrible apprehensions 
of the wrath to come. Some fell into strong trembling with 
the terrors of God. Some at eveqing were refreshed with 
wonderful discoveries of a precious Lord Jesus Christ. 

April 16th, 1743. I think that God has been at my right 
hand this w^eek. Preached at Weslborough on Monday, and 
saw considerable of the tokens of the presence of God." 

These are but a few of the instances noted in his diary of 
his labors in the neighboring towns. He was evidently bles- 
sed in his preaching both at home and abroad. 

The years that followed the revival w^re years of trial. 
The tares that had been sown with the wheat sprang up and 
troubled the church and the pastor. 

The chief trouble came from a small number of the church' 
who became dissafisfied with the regular worship and ordinan- 
ces as observed by the pastor and church, and assembled on 
the Sabbath with what in those days were called Separatists. 
It is sufficient to say of this sect, that it was composed 
mostly of those who favored all the wild and extravagant 
things connected with the revival. Most of those who thus 
troubled the church and pastor returned after several years, 
acknowledged their error and were restored to fellowship. 
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In the autumn of 1747, fifty-one persons were dismissed 
for the purpose of being organized into a church in the North 
Parish, now Millbury. 

The Meeting House erected in 1719-20 was' taken down 
and a new one built and dedicated to the worship of God in 
1761. 

Religion, was again revived in 1757, in which year there 
must have been considerable interest ; and for several subse- 
quent years success seems to have attended the labors of Dr. 
Hall, though there is no special record of it. In the period 
of four or five years, more than thirty individuals were added 
to the church by profession. 

Again in 1768-9» thg work of God revived and progressed 
and during these two years, twenty-three persons were added 
to the church by profession. After this succeeded a long and 
dreary winter of spiritual dearth and famine. The difficulties 
between this country and Great Britain resulting in the war of 
the revolution, seemed to swallow up every religious feeling. 

In relation to this period. Dr. Hall says in his half centu- 
ry sermon preached in 1779 — *' Alas! how little attention is 
paid to the all important concerns of religion. It affects me 
with bitter grief to observe the apparent decay of it ; that so 
few are truly converted to God." 

Again, addressing his people, " My dear hearers, as I 
have often told you of late, so I am now constrained to say 
without a speedy revival of religion ; attention to sacred things; 
reformation of the minds and manners of men ; we have the 



Note. The church in the North Parish, now Millbury, has been a 
large and prosperous church. It is now divided into three. The original 
chuch has had five pastors. The first three were dismissed from their pas- 
toral relation ; the fourth died at the close of a short ministry ; and the 
fifth is the present pastor. The church has been in existence a little more 
than 94 yrs. During the ministry of Rev. Mr. Goffe, the church was great- 
ly blessed with revivals; enjoying seven seasons of special refreshing in 
this time. As fruits of these revivals, two hundred and ninety-nine per- 
sons were added ta the church. Within a few years past, the three 
churches have enjoyed seasons of special religious interest. An unusu- 
al degree of harmony exists between the church in Sutton and those in 
Millbury ', and may the time nev^ come when it shall be otherwise. 
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greatest reason to expect ruin. If this declining age will not 
diligently hearken to the Gospel of the grace of God, he will 
remove their candlestick out of its place. Who then, O, who 
of you are on the Lord's side, and determined in prayer to 
seek the God of Jacob? The gates of Zion tremble. New 
England never saw suchaday as this. The glory is depart- 
ed. The day is gloomy — troubles, distresses and trials are 
on every side. We are in fear, in jeopardy, in war, a war 
pregnant with the fate of thousands, — on the event of which 
much depends — thp rights and liberjties of America. But 
could I discover the clear toTcens of piety and a revival of 
religion, my joy would be great." 

Soon after this, a few drops of mercy fell upon the people; 
and in the year foHowing, six were added to the church by 
profession. From this time till the close of Dr. Hall's long 
and valuable life and labors, there was no special religious in- 
terest. 

Dr. Hall continued to labor and feed the flock over which 
the Holy Ghost had made him overseer, till the time of his 
departure drew near. . He closed his labors in the pulpit but 
a short time before he was called to a higher and purer ser- 
vice in the sanctuary above. He died May 8th, 1789, aged 
84 ; having preached the gospel to the people in this place, 
sixty years. He came to his grav.e " in a full age like as a. 
shock of corn cometh in his season." 

Dr. Hall was born in Yarmouth, 1704 ; graduated at Har- 
vard College, 1724. He received the honorary degree of 
D. D., from Dartmouth College, in 1777. 

As an able and faithful minister of the gospel he was ex- 
celled by few in his or any other age. It is only as a christian 
and a minister that we can view him at this late day. From 
his first settlement in the ministry he was •peculiarly distin- 
guished for the ardour with which he engaged in his Master's 
service. From' the first, his determination seemed to be 
*' not to know any thing among men, save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified." As a christian, his character was above sus- 



picion fls well as reproach. His piety was consistent, uni- 
form and fervent. There was no perceptible abatement at 
anytime. It increased as the '' shining light that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." When his labors were 
blessed he was filled with joy ; and when wickedness abound- 
ed, his closet and his couch witnessed his groans and his tears. 
His diary contains some record of his spiritual exercises 
which serve to illustrate his christian character. 

Under date of Dec. 2d, 1740, it is thus written : "I long 
to have the world more under my feet, and to have Chrfst in 
my heart. I long to have my soul more engaged for Christ. 
O, when shall it once be.'* I would humbly devote myself and 
my all to Christ, entreating that the Almighty Jesus would as- 
sist me." 

Again, Jan. 1st, 1741. "I find much to do to keep my 
heart clear from evil thoughts. I think this one of my great- 
est burdens. O! how long shall vqin thoughts lodge within 
me. O! I abhor myself; but empty and hungry, naked and 
forlorn, ' I humbly would renew the dedication of myself to 
God in Jesus Christ." At another time he wrhes: " The 
Lord pity me a low dull clod. O! I long for the day when I 
shall come unchangeably to see God face to face. O my God 
I will humbly offer my life to thee — O Lord take me and keep 
me for thyself. I hope my soul is enlarged more and more ia 
the way and service of God." Such sentiments as the fore- 
going are frequent in his diary, showing his humility and the 
earnest longings of his soul after a likeness to God. 

He possessed a well balanced mind and was a man of excel- 
lent judgment. He was eminently a peace-maker among the 
people of his charge. 

Often was he summoned to a distance to sit in council, and 
adjust matters of difference between pastor and people. He 
was a member of the Council that dismissed Mr. Edwards, 
from Northampton ; took a distinguished part in the delibera- 
tions of that body, and entered his dissent with others to the 
result of the majority. 
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As a preacher he vyas both pungent and popular. He ad- 
dressed the consciences of his hearers ; and often with great 
effect. The truth of the Gospel he presented, not as ab- 
stract propositions, but living principles by which men were to 
regulate their Hves ; hence he was never a dull preacher. 
He was bold in rebuking sin. The effect of his labors, like 
that of Whilefield's, resulted in part from his manner of pre- 
senting truths. That he was a popular preacher appears from 
the great demand for his labors abroad, and the success he often 
had with those opposed to him and his views of.the truth. As 
an instance of the latter, it may be mentioned that he was in- 
vited to preach on a certain occasion at a private house where 
difficulty was apprehended. He says, " when I came there, 
I seemed welcome to but few ; but before the sermon was 
over, there seemed to fall such a shower as softened every 
heart. They now discovered wonderful affections ; and al- 
most the whole number of christians present were ungble to 
refrain from some uncommon discoveries of it. I exhorted 
them after preaching, and the power of God seemed to de- 
scend ; some careless sinners especially one young man were 
brought under strong convictions. All the predjudice con- 
ceived by some brethren against me vanished away ; and some 
of them discovered deep anguish of heart for their sin there-' 
in." 

Dr. Hall was knojvn and respected beyond the bounds of 
his own parish, and had it been the custom in those days for 
one church to invite the pastor of another to settle with them 
in the ministry, it is altogether probable he would have closed 
his labors in some other place. He was a candidate with 
others to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Presi- 
dent Bunn of New Jersey College; but the election fell upon 
Mr. Edwards, then of Stockbridge. 

Few Churches in New Englaud had been favored with a 

more faithful and successful pastor than Dr. Hall. He is 

doubtless among those who have ^Hurned many to righteous- 

nesSp^^ who shine as the stars in the firmament Jorever and ever ; 

3 
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having left behind him the fullest evidence of his fidelity and 
zeal in his master's service. " Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, that they rest from their labors and their works 
do follow them." 

Rev. Edmund Mills was the successor of Dr. Hall. He 
was born in Kent, Conn., 1753, and graduated at Yale Col- 
lege, 1775. 

Previous to settling in this place he had labored several 
years in other towns; and though often solicited, he declined 
taking any charge. During this period of his ministry, bis 
labors were signally blessed; and in a number of places, were 
followed with extensive revivals of religion. He was ordain- 
ed as the pastor and teacher of this Church and people, June 
23d, 1790; a little more than a year after the decease of Dr. 
Hall. 

His brother, the Rev. Samuel John Mills, of Torringford, 
Conn., preached the sermon; the Rev. Mr. Frost, of Mil- 
ford, gave the charge, and the Rev. Mr. Chaplin of the North 
Parish, gave the right hand of fellowship. 

The number of members in the Church at the settlement of 
Mr. Mills was eighty-five. For a long period after he took 
the pastoral charge of the people, there was no special re- 
ligious interest; iniquity abounded and the church was grently 
decreased. Infidelity brought into the country during the 
revolution from France, where soon after, it deluged the land 
with blood, burnt the Bible, blotted out thfe Sabbath, and an- 
nihilated the church, swept over the nation like the sirocco of 
the desert and blighted every thing with its touch. The 
land mourned. Those who Loved Zion wept in secret places 
over her desolations. 

The pastor of this church undismayed amid all the scorn, 
and open blasphemy of an infidel club, still wielded the sword 
of the Spirit and not altogether without effect. Infidelity was 
checked, its most able champions came to an untimely end 
and their memory perished with them. 

In 1800 there was some religious interest in the east part 
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of the town which resulted in the hopeful conversion of a 
small number. The interest was not general though at the 
same time, the church in the North Parish, was enjoying a 
powerful and general revival. After this, there succeeded a 
season of great spiritual declension, which continued for a 
number of years. Occasionally there was an addition to the 
church; yet the number was reduced by death and dismis- 
sion, nearly one half in twenty years. 

At the commencement of 1810, there were but fifty-five 
members in the church. Wear the close of the previous year, 
there commenced a season of great religious interest which 
continued nearly or quite two years. It prevailed very gen- 
erally through the town. This work of God greatly rejoiced 
the heart of the pastor and his then feeble church. A uni- 
versal seriousness pervaded the face of society. All minds^ 
were more or less affected by religious truth. The labors of 
Mr. Mills during this period, are represented as being not only 
abundant but effectual. His preaching always interesting, be- 
came more pungent and practical. The truth from his lips 
seemed to pierce and rive the hearts of his hearers- Convic- 
tion of sin in most cases was deep and thorough, and resulted 
often in a hearty repentance. 

Those who at this time embraced the truth, became for 
the most part firm and consistent christians. During the con- 
tinuance of the ref ival, meetings on the Sabbath and on other 
days, were well attended and solemn. Rev. Dr. Austin, of 
Worcester, tendered the pastor very frequent and acceptable 
assistance during this season of religious interest. Sixty- 
seven were added to the church as fruits of this revival; the 
great majority of whom were beads of families. The num- 
ber of members in the church was increased from fifty-five 
to one hundred and twenty-five. 

This shower of grace, so reviving to this part of the Lord's 
vineyard , is represented by those who enjoyed it, as one of 
uncommon power. It was succeeded by a withdrawal of the 
Spirit's convicting and converting influences, and the church 
sunk again into spiritual slumber. 
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This continued with scarcely any interruption until 1819, 
when there began to appear some tokens of good. These 
were not illusions; a cloud of mercy overshadowed the place, 
and poured a rain of righteousness upon the dry ^and barren 
ground. A work of grace commenced which, in its principle 
features, seemed to be a renewal of the revival in 1810-11. 
It continued with some short intervals for two or three years. 
The greatest interest and power were manifest towards the 
close. There seemed to be the same deep, thorough con- 
viction of sin, as in the former revival. The converts as a 
body gave unusually clear evidence of having passed from 
death unto life; and their subsequent life has served in most 
cases, to confirm this view of their state. The aged pastor 
was active and laborious; visiting from h6use to house, and 
attending meetings in difierent neighborhoods. Some of the 
neighboring ministers rendered great assistance. The labors 
of Rev. Mr. Phelps, of Brookfield, are remembered with in- 
terest by some who then chose the service of God. Be- 
tween forty and fifty were added to the church who were 
hopefully converted during this lime of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. 

From this to the close of Mr. Mills' ministry, there was 
no special attention to the subject of religion ; and piety was 
in a languishing condition at his decease. 

The venerable pastor continued to preach with his usual 
ability and acceptance till seized with disease, a short time be- 
fore his death. A few weeks before the close of his earthly 
pilgrimage, he preached his last sermon with unusual anima- 
tion and solemnity. He calmly anticipated his approaching 
dissolution, and cheerfully committed his spirit into the hands 
of his Redeemer, Nov. 7th, 1825, aged 73; having sustained 
the pastoral oflSce thirty-five years and five months. Dr. Hall 
and Mr. Mills served this people in the ministry, ninety-six 
years. 

Mr. Mills was an uncommon man. His erect and com- 
manding person — the dignity and urbanity of his manners-— 



21 

his great sensibility and kindness of heart, fitted him in an ad- 
mirable degree to gain the respect and good will of all who 
knew him. ' 

These traits of character, as much as his original and in- 
teresting manner of unfolding and presenting truth, deeply 
seated him in the affections of his peojile. He was a man 
universally beloved and admired; and to this day is mention- 
ed with veneration, not only by those among this people who 
sat under his ministry, but by all who remember to have seen 
or heard him; and few such^ever forgot him. 

Mr. Mills possessed great originality of mind — a fine taste 
and a cultivated intellect. These together with a warm heart, 
enabled him in the pulpit to command and rivet the attention 
of his hearers. His thoughts were his own; and there he 
had the power of condensing and expressing in terms at once 
forcible and comprehensive beyond most men. He was dis- 
tinguished for appropriateness in all his performances. Upon 
unusual occasions he was ready at a moment's notice to per- 
form any part assigned him with propriety and effect. It 
was upon such occasions more than any other that he ap- 
peared the man he was. He always excelled where others 
failed. He was fitted by nature and by grace to gain in- 
fluence and preserve it. 

As a christian his character was uniformly consistent. His 
piety was of the contemplative cast. He loved retirement. 
He was always reserved in speaking of his att^ainmenis in ho- 
liness; choosing rather to proclaim them by his life than his 
tongue. Salvation through grace was his most delightful 
theme of meditation. The graces of his christian character 
were well balanced and shone with uniform lustre in his de- 
portment. 

He was a sound divine. The great doctrines of the refor- 
mation as set forth by Calvin, received his most hearty as- 
sent. At his ordination he subscribed the following declara- 
tion which was publicly read with the doings of the Council. 
" Ithe subscriber do hereby profess to receive the shorter 
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catechism, as a system of divinity most agreeable with my sen- 
timents, except the Bible, of any extant that I know of.'* 

It is needless to say that Mr. Mills was a popular preacher. 
A man with rich qualifications of person, mind and heart 
could not fail of being an acceptable messenger of the. gospel 
to most men. 

He was a faithful and aflectionate pastor. It was the de- 
sire of his heart and daily prayer to God, that his people 
might be saved; and for this he labored in season and out of 
season. Never perhaps did his affectionate spirit yearn with 
such paternal tenderness over his flock, as during his last sick- 
ness. His people lay near his heart, and feelingjhat his 
hour had come he expressed a preference for the man who 
st>cceeded him in the pastoral office. 

His beloved people bound to him by so many endearing 
ties, shared with his family in his last prayers. He will not 
soon be forgotten by those who had the happiness to know 
md love him. 

^ The successor of Mr, Mills was Rev. John Maltby. He 
was born in Northford, Conn.; graduated at Yale College, 
1822; received his Theological education at Andover; and 
was ordained, June 28th, 1826, — a little more than seven 
months from the decease of Mr. Mills. 

At his ordination. Rev. Mr. Hoadly of the Calvinist 
church, Worcester, preached the Sermon; Rev. Dr. Crane, 
of Northbridge, gave the Charge; and Rev. Mr. Pond, of 
Ward, now Auburn, gave the Right Hand of Fellowship. 

The Church consisted at this time of one hundred and 
forty-three members. There was no unusual interest in re- 
ligion among the people for two or three years after his set- ■ 
tlement. In 1828, a few individuals were hopefully convert- 
ed and united with the church. This year was characteriz- 
ed by a serious calamity to the church and society. Their 
house of worship, erected in 1761, and endeared to them by 
many precious associations, was consumed by fire in Novem- 
ber. Measures were immediately adopted for the erection of 
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another; and in about fourteen months this beautiful and cora- 
modious house where we are to-day assembled, was complet- 
ed and dedicated to the worship of the one only living and 
true God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. Soon 
after this, there seemed an evident increase of piety in the 
church; and the way was evidently preparing for the rich 
shower of divine grace that watered this part of the Lord's 
vineyafd not long after. 

In 18S0, there was a season of considerable interest which 
continued for a short time, and added about twenty to the 
church. 

The summer following, christians were more than usually 
awake, and many began to feel that the set time to favor Zion 
had indeed c6me. There appeared an unusual willingness 
on the part of God's people, to make sacrifices and labor per- 
sonally for the good of their fellow men. They '^ went forth 
sweeping, bearing precious seed and came again rejoicing 
bringing their sheaves with them." A series of meetings con- 
tinning through four days, held in the moqth of August, gave 
great impulse to the revival. This work of grace in its pro- 
gress was remarkably rapid. Multitudes seemed to press at 
once into the kingdom of God. The interest was general, 
though some neighborhoods were more blessed than others. 
It produced a great change in the town ; and many of the sub- 
sequent fruits have been exceedingly happy. The revival 
continued a shorter time than any previous season of general 
interest. It prevailed with power but for a few months. 
Among the subjects were numbered many heads of families 
and a multitude of youth. The Sabbath School was greatly 
blessed. Most of those hopefully converted were members; 
and many of them ascribed their first impressions and subse- 
quent hope to the influence of Sabbath School instruction. 

There were added to the church as fruits of this revival 
over one hundred individuals; increasing the church to two 
hundred and thirty-one members. Of the number added, 
thirty-six were heads of families; twenty of these were hus 
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bands and wives jointly. The voice of prayer was hence- 
forth heard in many habitations where previously God had not 
been called upon. 

The years that followed this powerful and extensive revi- 
val were years of declension to a certain degree. Christians 
seemed to feel that they had done up their work fol- a time at 
least; and that there was no great sin in returning for a short 
space to the world; thus acting upon the principle quite too 
common that the christian's worldly interests are necessarily 
separated from h\6 religious interests. 

Mr. Maltby closed his successful, but short ministry with 
this people, in June, 1834, by being dismissed for the pur- 
pose of taking the oversight of the Hammond srreet Church 
in Bangor, Maine, where he has been permitted to reap fur- 
ther fruit of his labor. His dismission was caus'sd by no dis- 
satisfaction on the part of the people or their pastor; but by 
the prospect of greater usefulness in the field to which he was 
invited. Mr. Maltby continued in the ministry in this place 
eight years. 

In the autumn following, the present pastor was invited to 
supply the pulpit; ahd preached for the first time to this peo- 
ple, the second Sabbath in September. In October follow- 
ing he received an invitation to become the pastor and teacher 
of this church and people. Having accepted this invitation, 
he was ordained January 1st, 1835; a little more than six 
months from the dismission of his predecessor. At his or- 
dination the Rev. Dr. Woods, of the Theological Seminary, 
Andover, preached the Sermon; Rev. Mr. Wood of Upton, 
gave the Charge; and Rev. Mr. Wilde, of Grafton, gave the 
Right Hand of Fellowship. 

The present pastor is a native of Lisbon, Conn., and re- . 
ceived his theological education at Andover. The number 
of members in the church at his settlement was two hundred 
and twenty-two. The inattention to the soul's eternal con- 
cerns which existed at this lime, continued with few excep- 
tions, until the winter of 1840. There were individual cases 
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of conversion of considerable interest occurring occasionally 
during the five years previous. In that time the additions to 
the church by profession, were eighteen. Many of these, 
however, dated their hopes back to the revival of 1831. In 
the autumn of 1839, this church in view of the low stale of 
piety in their midst, was impressed with the importance of 
earnestly seeking the Lord by repentance and prayer. For 
this purpose they united with the churches in Millbury, and 
assembled weekly alternately in the different houses of wor- 
ship, for prayer and mutual exhortation. Soon there was a 
manifest increase of interest among christians. In the latter 
part of February, sinners began to inquire the way to Zion, 
and not long after many were solicitous to know what they 
should do to be saved. The work increased in power and 
extent through the months of March and April. After this 
there was a gradual abatement in the number of those who 
were specially interested. Convictions in some cases were 
peculiarly deep and pungent, but soon resulted in leading 
the subject to the foot of the cross. In other cases equally 
happy in the result, the process was more gradual and of 
longer continuance. It was a season of peculiar interest and 
will not soon be forgotten by either pastor or people. Most 
of the subjects were youth and nearly all members of the Sab- 
bath School. As fruits of this revival, forty-eight individuals 
have been added to the church. 

The whole number added to the church during the seven 
years of the present pastor's ministry is eighty-two. Sixty- 
- six by profession and sixteen by letter. The number con- 
nected with the church from its foundation is nine hundred 
and fifty-six. The greatest number in the church at any one 
time was in the autumn of 1840, when there were two hun- 
dred and sixty-one. The present number is two hundred and 
fifty-three. This church has been in existence over one hun- 
dred and twenty-one years; and been destitute of a pastor but 
little more than three years since its organization. No com- 
munity has been less agitated by a change of ministers than 
4 
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ihis. And il may safely be affirmed that no people were ever 
less disturbed with candidates for settlement when a vacancy 
lias occurred in the pastoral office. It is a fact worth pre- 
serving — and an example worth imitating, that w^hen by the 
death or dismission ot the pastor, a vacancy has occurred, the 
first individual employed to supply the pulpit as a candidate* 
has uniformly been invited to settle with them in the ministry; 
and as uniformly has accepted the invitation. Ther6 have 
been five candidates and five pastors. 

I have confined myself in this discourse to the history of 
this church — the oldest of any denomination and the only one 
existing for more than twenty years, within the original town 
of Sutton. There have grown ' up within the last century in 
this territory, many large and flourishing churches. There 
are in the bounds of the town as first incorporated, fifteen 
Evangelical churches — five Congregational — five Calvinist 
Baptist — two Free-will Baptist — two Methodist and one 
Episcopal. These are in the three towns of Sutton, Graf- 
ton and Millbury. 

A few reflections will conclude the discourse. 

1st. It is cause for gratitude to God that this town from 
its settlement has enjoyed the labors of a permanent ministry, 
a ministry that has taught the people the truth as it is iti 
Jesus. When we take into consideration the connection 
which the preaching of the gospel has with the final destiny 
of the immortal soul, we shall not fail to see that it is an in- 
valuable blessing. The gospel is designed in its influence to 
benefit men in this world, as well as in that which is to come. 
In its march to immortality it scatters blessings all along its path. 
But it exerts little or no influence except through the minis- 
try of reconciliation. It is dependant upon the Sabbath, the 
Sanctuary and the foolishness of preaching, for the exertion of 
lis choicest influences on the consciences and hearts of men. 
Happy is that people who live all their days within the hearing 
of the gospel and may listen from Sabbath to Sabbath to the 
soul-humbling and soul-saving doctrines of the cross. Many 
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from these hills and these valleys have gone, through the 
saving power of the gospel to join their departed pastors m 
the praises and joys of the heaveAly world. And many more 
might have died in faith and ascended to heaven, if they bad 
given heed to the instructions and councils of those venerated 
and holy men who here proclaimed the truth. 

A permanent ministry is a great blessing in its influence 
upon the temporal interests of men. No one can sit con- 
stantly under the teachings of such a ministry without being 
benefited. It gives stability, permanency and uniformity to 
the character of the people. It makes them the friends of 
order, and firm adherents to what is believed to be right 
The character of this people illustrates the truth of this re-, 
mark. Tho§e who have uniformly attended upon the minis- 
trations of God's word, and who have formed their character 
under the influence described, have not been driven about by 
every wind of doctrine. It is owing to this trait of character 
that we have been saved from those divisions, which have dis- 
turbed and distracted other communities. The blessings de- 
rived from this source, should lead this people to preserve a 
strong and unwavering attachment to a settled and permanent 
ministry. 

2d. We may discover from this brief history, the solemn 
account which this people of past and present generations 
must render to God in the last day. 

What rich and multiplied blessings have here been enjoy- 
ed! Pious, able and devoted servants of God have here worn 
out their lives in feeding this people with knowledge, good- 
ness and wisdom. Most of the natives of this town have had 
a pious ancestry, who instructed them in ways of righteous- 
ness and have felt their example and their prayers as a rich 
legacy to their posterity. The atmosphere we breathe is im- 
pregnated with truth. The dwellings we occupy have been 
to a great extent houses of prayer. God has repeatedly pour- 
ed out his spirit upon these hills — brought heaven down to 
earth and invited all to enter. Many of the present genera- 
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tion as well as those long since dead, have passed through 
several such precious seasons of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord. For all these blessings we and our fathers must 
give account to God. This place, like Capernaum of old, 
has been exalted to heaven; but there is reason to fear that 
like Capernaum, many who have here lived and died, as well 
as many now living will iq the day of their solemn account 
be literally thrust down to hell. Is it not then important for 
the living to look about them, and see whether they will be 
able to stand in the judgment. While this is neglected the 
soul is hastening to its final destiny. The year that has now 
commenced may close jupon our graves and our account be 
sealed for decision in the last day. 

God grant that the present generation may give heed to the 
gospel and prepare to meet God in peace. And may this 
people and their pastor so live and labor, that in death they 
may be sustained by the precious hope of life, and in the 
judgment be received with "Well done good and faithful 
servants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord." 
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